For a third year, Child Well-being Initiative organizers invite students Grades 4-12 to response in writing or illustration to:  “What if every child in Alberta had a safe home and enough healthy food to eat?” Please see the attached poster for details.
180 touching and perceptive responses from Fort McMurray and Wainwright in the north to Calgary and Cardston in the south have been compiled and circulated throughout United Churches in the province. 

Entries were bound and presented to former Premier Stelmach who responded, "I was touched by the thoughts and suggestions of the children who responded to your poster and writing invitation and impressed that the prizes consisted of donations to charities of the winners’ choice.  You have created an awareness of others in these children’s hearts and minds. Every child represented in this binder will look at the issue of child poverty with new eyes.”

Charities chosen by winning entrants to receive a $50.00 donation include: STARS- Edmonton Base, Zebra Child Protection Centre, Haitian Relief Fund, Calgary Drop In and Rehab Centre, Pencils of Promise, Alberta Children’s Hospital, Children’s Cottage Crisis Nursery and SPCA-Edmonton.

Libraries of participating institutions received a copy of YA novel Gwen, by Carolyn Pogue or YA anthology of Canadian fiction Dark Times published by Ronsdale Press and edited by award-winning author, Ann Walsh.   

Please give youth in your community the chance to participate in this worthwhile invitation. Their ideas, suggestions and insights are valued by us all. Student thoughts from past years include:
” People can count how many kids live in poverty and write papers about it but what good does that really do?“ 

“People know where these kids live and even what school they go to and someone knows their names but day after day--- those kids are still having troubles.”

“People don’t necessarily need more money to fix their poverty problems: maybe they need the knowledge and support. They feel helpless and hopeless.”
“It is the adults’ responsibility to do a better job. We need to break this cycle of poverty.”
For further information or clarification contact: Sharon- prenevsh@telusplanet.net 

Co-chair Alberta & North West Conference Child Well-being Initiative (CWBI) Women of the United Church. 

